"H
f B, C, 1-2-3
ey let's go play on the
swingset!"
"I want my mommy!"
"What color is that ball!"
These were some of the com-
ments and questions of the nine
three to five years old in the Tor-
nado Child Program.
This program, now in it's first
year, was instructed by Claudia
Jones from third to fifth periods
every day.
"This program is basically for
those children whose mothers
need time for themselves and at
the same time teaches the stu-
dents how to work with and care
for children," said Jones.
The children were taught and
cared for by students.
Having had Child Develop-
ment as a prerequisite course,
the students attended a work-
shop and learned how to teach
concepts to children, detect child
abuse, and how to deal with
emergencies. Then every week
Mrs. Jones gave students a con-
cept such as numbers or colors
for them to teach the children.
The students made out lesson
plans weekly, planned meals and
snacks, and created games and
songs to entertain the children
daily.
"I'm glad I'm able to teach
these kids concepts that will stay
with them for the rest of their
lives. The other day I was so hap-
py because I taught a Spanish
speaking boy to count in Eng-
lish," said Sandy Clarizio.
During the first few days of the
program the children were quiet
and shy. Some of the younger
ones cried because they were
separated from their mothers but
in two weeks they were comfort-
able with the situation.
Problems often arose among
the younger children.
"The three year olds are defi-
nitely harder to control and to
teach because they're not accus-
tomed to the school environment
yet," said Rebecca Simon.
At the end of the year the stu-
dents planned a graduation for
the five year olds and any other
children not returning to the pro-
gram. The children dressed in
caps and gowns and received a
diploma.
This class not only helped the
children by teaching them impor-
tant concepts, but it also affected
the future of several students.
"Working with these children
really changed my life. Now I
know that I will be happy making
a career out of teaching elemen-
tary school children," said Simon.
Both the children and the stu-
dents benefitted from the child
care program. The children
learned concepts and exper-
ienced situations that would help
them in the years to come. Like-
wise, the students made a few
career decisions and learned to
work with children. ?
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